
NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

COALVILLE SPECIAL EXPENSES WORKING PARTY - TUESDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2018

Report Title 2018/19 EVENTS UPDATE

Contacts

Head of Community Services
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paul.sanders@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 

Cultural Services Team Manager
01530 454769
wendy.may@nwleicestershire.gov.uk  

Purpose of report To update members with regards to 2018/19 events and projects 
funded within the Coalville Special Expense Area

Recommendations

THAT THE WORKING PARTY

1) NOTE THE PROGRESS UPDATE ON 2018/19 EVENTS 
2) NOTE THE PROGRESS UPDATE ON 2019/20 EVENTS 
3) NOTE THE PROGRESS ON THE COMMEMORATIVE 

ARTWORK FOR THE CENTENARY OF THE END OF 
WW1

1.0 EVENT PROGRAMME UPDATE FOR COALVILLE

1.1 2018/19 Event programme

The following event programme has been delivered in 2018; members of this 
working party have been involved in the planning process and have received 
updates on progress at the event sub-group meetings.

2018/19 COALVILLE EVENTS 2018/19 
Allocated 
budget

Status

20 April to 26 April – St George’s Day
(The installation of the English flag in various 
locations to celebrate St George’s Day)

£80 Completed

23 June – Music in the Park
(A celebratory evening of music and 
entertainment in Coalville Park)
24 June – Picnic in the Park
(including street entertainers in performance 
area, live music and community groups)

£17750 Completed

3 and 4 August 2017 – Coalville by the Sea
Family event celebrating the Great British 
seaside – two day event

£2000 Completed
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24 November – Christmas in Coalville
Christmas entertainment and festive food and 
drink festival

£9000 Completed

Total £28830

1.2 Christmas in Coalville – 24 November 2018

1.2.1 Christmas in Coalville was celebrated on 24 November, 10am to 5.30pm and 
attracted crowds from Coalville, the district and wider area.  The main daytime event 
programme was delivered from Belvoir Retail and Leisure Quarter and late 
afternoon and mainstage entertainment was located in Coalville Market car park to 
enable event delivery in a safer and lower risk area.  There were no security or lost 
children incidents reported, our first aid provider attended to two first aid calls (minor 
incidents).

Hermitage FM supported our event in the two locations, providing music and 
compere support in the Belvoir Retail and Leisure Quarter and compering the 
mainstage later in the day.  Attractions and activities at the event included: Santa’s 
Grotto, real reindeer, street entertainers (numerous and varied), Co-op brass band, 
Cinderella pantomime characters, music from Hermitage FM, Belvoirdale Primary 
School choir, Bel Canto (Coalville Family of Schools Choir), John Finney’s barrel 
organ, fun fair rides in the Belvoir centre and market hall car park and our headline 
finale act was the very popular ‘The Greatest Showman’ (tribute act).  A full list of 
the entertainment schedule can be seen in Appendix one.

A number of trade and charity stalls supported the event this year, the number of 
stalls in attendance was an increase on the 2017 event and positively a number of 
traders have confirmed that they want to attend the event in 2019 and have 
expressed an interest in Picnic in the Park.  An aim for 2019 is the increase the 
number of food, drink and craft stalls in attendance.

The event concluded with a countdown to the firework finale and switching on of the 
Christmas lights, with the main stage and market hall lights were visible form the 
mainstage area.  All other town centre lights were also switched on from 5pm 
onwards.

During the day the Chairman of the district council judged the Best Dressed Window 
and Market Stall competition and the town centre Toy Trail started and concludes 
on Saturday 15 December.

1.2.2 Post event evaluation was undertaken via the ‘This is NWLeics’ Facebook page, 
this page was used to promote and advertise the event (see Appendix two). 
Information in Appendix three captures post event comments. 

A post event poll was facilitated on the same Facebook page.  The poll engaged 
with 146 voters (at the time of writing the report), 77% of the respondents ‘really 
enjoyed the event’, 20% of the respondents ‘were somewhere in between’ and 3% 
‘didn’t enjoy it’.



1.2.3 To enable planning for 2019 Christmas event to commence, members may wish to 
consider which date Christmas in Coalville is delivered on in 2019.  It is known that 
the Christmas in Ashby de la Zouch event is scheduled for Saturday 30 November 
and Sunday 1 December 2019.  This year it was beneficial to avoid delivering the 
Coalville and Ashby de la Zouch events on the same day.  The date proposed for 
Christmas in Coalville 2019 is Saturday 23 November.

1.3 Further events planned for Coalville in 2018 supported by the district council are 
as follows:

 Vienna Festival Ballet presents The Nutcracker at Century Theatre – 14 
December 2018

1.4 Coalville Events – December 2018 

A poster showcasing events in Coalville (December 2018) can be seen in Appendix 
five.  A poster for February to May is being prepared ready for distribution in January 
2019.

2.0 2019/20 EVENTS PROGRAMME

2.1 Event planning and development work will commence early 2019.

2019/20 COALVILLE EVENTS – supported by 
CSEWP

Agreed by CSWEP 
(for approval by 
Cabinet

19 April to 25 April – St George’s Day
The installation of the English flag in various locations 
to celebrate St George’s Day

CSEWP – 16.10.18
Cabinet – 14.11.18

22 June – Music in the Park
A celebratory evening of music and entertainment in 
Coalville Park

CSEWP – 16.10.18
Cabinet – 14.11.18

23 June – Picnic in the Park
An afternoon of entertainment and family fun including 
street entertainers in performance area, live music 
and community groups

CSEWP – 16.10.18
Cabinet – 14.11.18

2 and 3 August – Coalville by the Sea 
Family event celebrating the Great British seaside

CSEWP – 16.10.18
Cabinet – 14.11.18

23 November – Christmas in Coalville 
Christmas entertainment, music, arts and produce 

To be agreed

2.2 The first meeting of the events sub-group is scheduled for Wednesday 13 
February 2019, 5pm, room 141, council offices, Coalville.

2.3 Further events planned for Coalville in 2019/20 supported by the district council 
are as follows:

 Coalville Writes Festival will return in 2019 – dates to be confirmed
 Coalville May Fair – 3 to 6 May 2019



 Hello Heritage – 7 to 22 September (districtwide event) with Coalville 
organisations engaged in the event

 Coalville Colour Run, Coalville Park and town centre – provisional date of 15 
September 2019

 Poppy Appeal Launch, Memorial Square – 26 October 2019
 Remembrance Service and Parade, Christchurch and Memorial Square – 10 

November 2019
 Remembrance Armistice Day service at Memorial Square – 11 November 2019

3.0 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

3.1 The Christmas lights were installed on schedule by our contractor Field and Lawn.

4.0 COALVILLE COMMEMORATES

4.1 WWI Commemorative Artwork at Memorial Square

The artwork was installed as scheduled w/c 22 October, and unveiled on Saturday 
27 October, as part of the launch of the Poppy Appeal launch which was hosted 
by the Chairman of RBL (Whitwick branch) and Chairman of the district council.  
The event and unveiling went well and the artwork is receiving a lot of positive 
comment.  This project is now complete.

4.2 Memorial Square works – work is progressing well and is due to be completed w/e 
21 December.  The heras fencing will remain around the base of the clock tower 
until January 2019 to ensure that the concrete can set and to avoid any access to 
the concrete whilst it is setting.

The wreaths laid at the base of the clock tower are temporarily housed on two 
wooden trellis frames in the Memorial Garden.  Property Services and the district 
council’s Conservation Officer are currently considering options for the permanent 
display of the wreaths.  The alternative solution of tensioned wired did not prove 
successful and was not vandal proof.  



Appendix one – entertainment and attractions schedule and event poster



Appendix one – entertainment and attractions schedule and event poster cont…



Appendix two – pre event advertising on Facebook ‘This is NWLeics’



Appendix three – post event comments on Facebook ‘This is NWLeics’



Appendix three – post event comments on Facebook ‘This is NWLeics’ cont…



Appendix four – the results of our Facebook poll



Appendix five 


